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spectacular week long camp this August. 
Campers entering the 5th – 8th grade 
were blown away by the camp spirit. Over 
the course of five days, young leaders 
learned more than ever before about 
our five camp competencies: Respect, 
Collaboration, Responsibility, Confidence, 
and Adaptability. What did students have to 
say about their experiences?

•People around me are the same as me but 
also different in their own ways.
•I learned that people don’t always need 
an object to make them feel better but 
sometimes need love. 
•I am very self-reliant but need to learn to 
also trust others.
•I can achieve my goals by thinking 
positively. I made it to the top of the rock 
wall and I’m afraid of heights!

Henderson County Young Leaders 
Program is hosting the 3rd annual 
Gear Grinder! Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, April 23rd at Falling 

Creek Camp for a six hour mountain 
bike ride and celebration. Contact the 
office at 828-697-2000 to learn more 

about participating or sponsorship 
opportunities. 

I N  T H E  G R E E N  R I V E R  V A L L E Y

SAVE THE DATE
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Starr Teel, past Board President and longtime advocate, 
is the second recipient of the Ethlyn Byrd Award for 
outstanding volunteer work with Henderson County 
Young Leaders Program. 

Starr is nothing less than a local legend. A very quiet, 
unassuming, and easily embarrassed legend. Many 
might assume that he has a full plate – literally. His 
business, Hubba Hubba Smokehouse, has flourished 
since modest beginnings. Of his many passions, food 
is only one. The next time you speak with Starr Teel, 
a man devoted to enriching the lives of children, 
don’t ask about his business. Ask about the future of 
students in our community and his ideas to meet our 
local needs. Ask of the BBQ Ball and how he’s helped 
raise a quarter million dollars (and counting) since the 
inception of this event. Ask about youth leadership, 
local students, and how he lends a hand. One could 
simply say that Starr Teel is a man made to stir up 
dreams. Starr changes lives, and we thank him for it.

On Sunday, September 13th, Chris Fuge stood 
nervously by. “Is it time for me to share my story?” 
he asked. During the 8th annual Camp for All 
Barbecue Ball, two hundred and fifty guests were 
present to hear all that Chris had accomplished 
since being nominated for Henderson County 
Young Leaders Program in the third grade. Chris 
spent his first night at camp when he was nine 
years old. Over the course of the past seven 
years, Chris has spent summers at Falling Creek 
Camp and has had numerous hiking, mountain 
biking, archery, and riflery experiences at other 
residential camps. Chris has spent approximately 
24 weeks learning at camp because of the 
recommendation of one adult during his 
childhood. 

Many think of the Barbecue Ball as a great 
fundraiser with delicious food from Hubba 
Hubba Smokehouse and tunes from Whitewater 
Bluegrass Co. HCYLP wants to be sure to thank 
all participants for what you accomplish by 
attending this event beyond a great afternoon 
out of the house. Each year, you help raise over 
$65,000 to benefit local kids. This is a tremendous 
victory and we are so proud that you’re a piece. 

Since the program’s inception, HCYLP has come 
alongside 3,000 families to help teach leadership 
and life skills to their children. The Barbecue 
Ball ensures that we maintain old relationships 
while expanding our programs to new students. 
How? HCYLP works in conjunction with every 
elementary school in the district, ensuring that 
students from every neighborhood are granted 
this life changing experience. 

On behalf of Chris and all of the young leaders, 
thank you for making this BBQ Ball another 
marvelous success. Thank you for encouraging 
your families and friends to purchase tickets, 
bid in our auction, and sponsor this unique and 
important celebration. You make a difference in 
countless little lives. Thank you. 

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Starr Teel

Camp + BBQ =
SUCCESS!

We gratefully acknowledge our sponsors…
A special thanks to Falling Creek Camp and Directors

Yates & Marisa Pharr for hosting the

8TH Annual CAMP FOR ALL Barbecue Ball.

Whole Hog - $10,000+
David and Cindy Brown

Half Rack - $2,500+
Bucky and Karin Brown 

Frank Byrd
Carolina Village

John Cottingham
Dixon Hughes Goodman

First Citizens Bank
Morris Broadband

Pardee
Wells Fargo

Sweet Tea - $1,000+
Ken and Lynn Adams

Duke Energy
Tom and Sue Fazio

Chuck and Jean McGrady
George Howell, HCYLP Founder

Sandy and Ginny MacNeil
Ed and Mary Anne Majzlik

Morgan Keefe Builders
Morrow Insurance

Sam’s Club of Hendersonville       
TD Bank

Teel Properties, LLC
Will and Kandi Hendricks

Robert and Shirley Teel
United Community Bank

Van Winkle Law Firm

Supporting Sponsors:
Falling Creek Camp, Flowers by Larry,

Hubba Hubba Smokehouse, Phoebe Moncrief,
Southern Appalachian Brewery, Summit Marketing Group

Dear Friends:

I wanted to take an opportunity to share with you, straight from my heart, a 
cause that has a truly wonderful purpose and mission, providing AMAZING 
opportunities for the kids of Henderson County, our future leaders! And we 
truly need your help!

Henderson County Young Leaders Program (HCYLP), has an overall mission 
to seek out and engage “children of promise” – kids who exhibit leadership 
potential and other admirable qualities, but lack the financial means or 
opportunities to nurture and develop those traits.  Through partnerships 
with Henderson County Public Schools and the Boys and Girls Club, HCYLP 
identifies kids who meet these criteria and provides them with a series of 
residential summer camp experiences and other developmental opportunities.  
The program engages kids in a progression of experiential and outdoor 
learning activities to nurture and develop characteristics that define leaders 
and successful adults.

As a lover and true believer in the power of camp and all the internal and 
external benefits camp experiences can foster, when I found out how HCYLP 
works, I was in! While we all work hard to make things happen for HCYLP, at the 
end of the day I am the one who feels blessed!

Every year, I am absolutely awed by how these opportunities help amazing 
kids and allow them a chance to expand their potential, opening up a world of 
opportunity that they never would have been a part of without our help! The 
skills and developmental opportunities that HCYLP focuses on not only impact 
the child for a moment, or a summer, or even a year. We set them up with the 
personal confidence, strength, ingenuity, creativity, independence and so many 
other desirable attributes to go forward and lead others in a positive direction. 
It is truly amazing the difference that being able to participate in a HCYLP 
program can provide to the child, their peers, their parents, community and 
layer upon layer of people they will touch for the rest of their lives.

That being said, I am very fervently asking you to please consider making 
HCYLP a part of your community service.   Wouldn’t it be worth your time 
and money to ensure that we can continue to help the children of Henderson 
County and provide them with amazing opportunities that seems so far out of 
their reach? What a chance to make a difference, in not only the children of our 
community, but an investment in the Henderson County Leaders of tomorrow!

Thanks so much.

Fair Nabers Waggoner, 2015 Board Chair

President’s Letter

Go to www.hcylp.org 
to learn about our new 
STRATEGIC PLAN


